Women of France Typ-
ified, Says M. Worth,
by His Brave Midi
ncttes, Who Are as
Chic as Ever

VEERY  Baturday morning in
E I'aris the stroller on the Rue
le la Paix at a certain hour

gee parties of young
the midinette order con-
yerzing to a particular point. Thelr
costumes if not made of the very finest

may

women of

material. at least bear the genulne
marks of up to date fashion. One
discorns just the right tilt to the hat,

lne to the jJacket, flare to the sakirt, It
1 ¢ ulent that whatever changes the
war has brought it has not altered the
¢hic appearance of the Parislan work-
fng woman.

The procession finally disappears be-
hind the portals of No. 7. This place
American women distinguished by
the aste in gowning do not need to
be told I8 the famous Malson Worth,
At the present time the establishment

is financing 860 women at the rate of
a frane a day. Each of them receives
in addition her franc and a quarter

from the Government, and on this she
lives, a total of about 60 cents. That
Is not all; in her appearance she is a
eredit to the house which cannot al-
wivs furnish her with work but re-
tains her faith aud waits with her for
happler times.

Naturally at the moment there ls
not work enough for the big corps of
helpers. As you stroll through the
gray walled, mirror lined rooms you
note a pientiful supply of goods, ex-
quisite costumes, wraps, blouses, every-
thing, in fact, but customers, It is the
same  story  everywhere in  Paris
among the smart dressmaking estab-
lishments, Just as much work as can
be glven out is distributed among the
most deserving. There Is no letdown
in the display of energy, but onoe
misscs the constant going and coming
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of fashionable women intent on their
spring wardrobes,

This procession of midinettes would
be a very salutary study to the sort
of American woman who complains
that she cannot, on $10,000 a year or

some such paltry sum, dress herself
in the height of fashion, And M.
Worth himself pays first of all a

tribute to the well gowned woman—
not the woman of the $10,000 a year
income, but the 50 cents a day work-
ing girl,

“Think of #t!" he exchaims as he
fcats himself ready for the interview
®ith a BUN correspondent. *“Not only
do these women manage to keep allve
on that paltry sum but they keep
themselves up to the mark. They
don’t wear old clothes, they don't wear
last season's fashions, there is none
of the spirit of don't care, not even
the very excusable falling off which
comes sometimes when one |s nervous
and harassed, ag most of these women
are with 80 many of the men at the
front—fathers, brothers and husbands.

“Some one has said that the war has
proved a very good test by means of
wh.ch the people of strong character
iy be separated from the weak, The
g'rong ones have gone right on with
their dally work without showing what
going on in their hearts and souls,
while the weak have lecome com-
pletely disorganized,

“I think of this saying when I see
the brave little women coming to get

thelr dally allowance in the clothes
they have made while their hearts
were, perhaps, breaking. Yet they
"ave put into them all the care and

ought they would have gpent If work
wire plentiful and wages sure: if they
had ng dear ones offering their lives
for their country; in a word, if things
wore as they should be,

"Far a speclal example of their ex-
tracrdinary ability did you notice their
BKirts?

The interviewer allows that she dld.

“As you know,"” he continues after
your expression of admiration haa
@ubisided, “when the war broke out the
foant, tight fitting skirt was worn by
o1l except a few, Now the full short

rt i the decree of the smart woman.

fid all these working women have ac-
vinplished this change immediately,

“And the point is they have accom
Vished it on 60 cents a day! 1 don't
know how they do it. I wish I did.”

So we drift easily into the subject
of the moment, namely, that of the
short skirt which Paris has declded
shall be worn.

“And what about that full skirt?" is
asked,

“The adoption of the full skirt
means, of course, the return of the
petticoat and the return of the petti-
coat means the employment of thou-
sands of women who were abhsolutely
driven out of work when the demand
for hand made lingerie and lace prac-
tically ceased, There never was a fash-
fon reestablished that has had a better
underlying motive,

“The American woman who orders
her Paris model of full, short skirt
with tight fitting corsage which must
be worn with it to keep the harmony
complete must npaturally order at the
same time her petticoats, the most
feminine of a!l garments, In ordering
these she is performing the truest of
all charities, giving help to those who
want to help themselves.”

Remembering some of the foot and
ankle displays of the boulevards ex-
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pert opinion i8 asked on this point.
The word “short” in Parls at presen:
really means short when applied to
skirts, and in order to get the skirts
short enough to sult the taste of some
of the fashion mongers the boots ars
made higher, so that “a skirt which
reaches to the top of the boots" has
a4 new meaning.

“The skirts should not be too short,”
says M, Worth. “Just above the ankles
I consider the correct length, and per-
sonally, I think a pretty ankle is a
very pleasing sight.”

Then, fearing perhaps that this
anatomical lightness is scarcely con-
sistent with the dignity of the Maison
Worth, he reverts to type:

2 Summer afternoon gown of white organdie and filet
Three piece gown of navy serge with plaid taffeta, by Callot. Child's dress of white satin, by
own for afternoon, by Callot. Tussor gown, red coat buttoned on the

“When the full skirt which measures
five yvards about was worn by the
woman of the Second Empire remem-
ber she did not live as do the women
of to-day. and so there were no such
problems facing the couturiers of her
time. The full skirt was not only
very full but long as well. S8he stepped
into her carriage and so preserved her
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blue Georgette crepe, bouffant skirt corded, by Jeanne Lanvin.
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ION MILL GRINDS ON IN SPITE OF WAR

His Establishment Fi-
nancing 850 Young
Women Who Are

Dressing Well on 50
Cents a Day

French foot; the Inevitable Louls
Quinze heels higher than ever and the
Spanish heel which Americans prefer.

M. Worth is ecstatic over the help
that has been glven the shoemaking
industry by the demand created by the
short skirt,

“The woman of to-day certalnly
while this fashion lasts must take as
much paing in selecting per shoes as
her hats,” he says. “If she can have
but one pair she must have a well
made, expensive pair; If she can afford
several pairs the shows must be stud-
led for the ensemble just as is the hat.
There is no neglecting the foot any
more,"

“And, in the matter of design, will
the war inspire anything new 7"

“You mean zouave jackets, military

coats, revers, buttons?" M. Worth
shakes his head disdainfully, *“Ca-
prices, Caprices. Wa have made a

few military models, some of the new
blue cloth, the Joffre cloth the soldiers
wear, but these are eccentricities, most
of them,ta tell the truth, inspired by
a demand from America.

“Being foolish is not the same as
being handsome. It is very foolish
for a woman to ape masculine modes
or to feel that a great and serious
event like war should Inspire ideas
for her costumes, It belittles its dig-
nity to think of it in such a connec-
tion. I predict that the war will be
followed by a period of great serious-
ness, particularly in the fashions."”

“And the price of clothes after the
war; will that ascend ?"

“I do not think so, 1 see no rea-
#on why it should. It is true that
the wool goods manufactured in many
places, Tournai, Lille, Roubaix, are
cut off for the present, but that is only
a temporary conditon. The silk in-
dustry has scarcely been affected. We

Evening

vening gown of creamy tulle, by Doeuillet.

dignity and the dignity of her cos-
tume,
“To-day we have to modify ou:

modes to suit the conditions of that
word sport, as we use the term in
France. meaning everything that is
embraced in that word athleticism
‘How," said the designers, ‘can women
wear these full skirts and yet walk
and remain athletic? The answer was
simple, *Cut them off." Hence the
reason of the short skirt. And who
complains? Nobody."

It is not only the hand work and
lace making industries that have been
affected by the return of the full skire
and the petticoat, At present all com-
mercial Paris seems to have turned
into a huge shoe shop.

Every true Parisiennws has a pair of
shoes with white Kkid tops, just as she
must have a set of ermine, and the
white top shoes are just as conspic-
uous in the window dislays as they ar
on the boulevards., But beside them
are shoes with tan and checked tops,
hoota with short vamps and boots with
long vamps, which seem to sult the

PROF. BRANDER MATTHEWS AS HIS CLASSES SEE HIM

HE public has been made fa-
miliar with Prof, Brander Mat-
thews as a novelist, as a short

story writer, as an essayvist, as a
acholar and as a dramatist, but less
has been sald about him as his stu-
dents at Columbia see him,

He is very popular with them.
One reason is that in the classroom
he is like a father talking to a large

family. To bridge the gulf existing
hetween teacher and student he L1ses
as his principal vehicle a story—

not such a story as will give the class
the impression that the person telling
it i1s Prof. Brander Matthews, I'h. D,
L1. In, and =0 f rth, but a story so
full of life that every listener knows
it |s Brander Matthews, human belng,
speaking. After the opening story wnl
come a lecture on the subject that is
down for discussion for that day, and
then, as If it were part of the curricu-
lum, there will follow another story,
and the hour I8 up, with the class fil-
ing out,

It |1s a familiar slght to see Prof.
Matthews crossing the campus smok-
ing a clgarette, It never scems to

leave his mouth as it rests half hid-
den in a maze of stubby beard directly
under his nose, the smoke curling
up noseward and eyeward until you
wonder how he breathes and sees. He
smokes a two inch cigarette |n the
same manner as a German smokes a
pipe, at the end of a long stem,

It Is his sympathy, hils common
sense, his helpfulness and his humor
which have endeared him to hundreds
of Columbia men, When he s asked
a question he answers it forthwith,
FFor instance, one young man asked
him about the fleld of journalism,

“Don't stand in the doorway of
Journalism too long,” said he, “for you
may catch cod. It's a good door to
enter and pass through, but don't
linger there too long.”

Another student asked him concern-
ing the money returns of writing.

“Authorship,” he replied, “ls a very
poor support. I doubt if Lthere are 4560
persons out of 9,000,000 who support
themselves from periodieal writing.
And let me say that in the forty years
I have been writing for periodicals [
have not met nor do I know of more
than two or three good editors,”

In his home he has a long shelf of
books dedicated to him, and he has
autographs from nearly every well
known modern author., Mark Twaln
wrote in one of his books:

“To B, M. from his only friend!"

When a boy It was James Hrander
Matthews who went to school. But
who, as he indignantly asks, wants
James as a name? It's not a good
author's name, so of what use is t?
Consequently he dropped it,

“If you want to write a preface do
it this way,” sald he to a class of ad-
miring students. “Point out that the
book {8 the only one on the market
of Its kind. That's very essential,
Then you want to say that although
other books have explained the sub-
Ject your book handles the other
books have falled to explain such and
such a thing, which your book dwells
upon at great length, of course, thus
proving that all former works are in-
complete. Do that and your book will
sell”

Concerning a meeting with Rud-
yard Kipling he once sald:

“Sixteen years ago I was walking
in front of my home in Gramercy

P'ark, when I happened to meet Mr.
Rudyard Kipling. We exchanged a few
words, and in the course of our short
conversation I asked him what he had
been Jdoing the last night or so. He
replled in his indifferent way that he
had written a poem, whereupon 1
asked him to come in my home and
read it to me,

“We seated ourselves before the
open fireplace and lit cigarettes,
Shortly Mr. Kipling arose from his
seat, walked casually up and down the
room and recited ‘M'Andrews Hymn,'
150 lines of it and more, Mind you, he
did not read it; he had it in his head,
and had worked it out in two nights.
It was as securely fastened upon his
memory as upon paper.”

Some of his remarks in class, which
have been gathered at random, are:

“No one can tell you what books
you should read."

“The greatest university in the
country is West Point, It trains one
for character, and the young man has
to have habit and habit means char-
acter. There is no second chance at
West Point. That is what makes it
a great institution, for one of the

things that will take the average
young man a long time to learn in life
is that there {8 no second chance."

“Col, Roosevelt told me that his
courage and successful work were due
to his will—a will to be strong in
body."

“One of the things a college educa-
tion vught tQ give a man Is a chance
to think for himself. The younger
generation has got to find out things
for itself.”

“A man who I8 in love with his job
has nine-tenths of what life will give
him."”

“All men have
their calling.”

Brander Matthews has always heen
foyal to New York, although he was
born in New Orleans in 1852, He was
graduated from Columbia in 1871, and
entered the law school, where he de-
voted more time to letters than to
Coke and Blackstone, In 1893 he was
appointed a professor, and two years
ago, when he accepted a class dedi-
cation, he wrote:

“l accept your dedlecation as a
birthday gift—so ¢go speak—on my
‘coming of age' as a professor."”

the intelligence of

manufacture our own silks at Lyons
and can easily meet the demand.

“I don’t mean, however, to belittle
the effect of the war and to say that
we have not been hard hit. Of course
we have been,

“There 18 no lack of money in
France to-day. France is a rich
nation, but her women have too much
tact to make any display while such
a condition lasts. France 1s not wining
and dining. Her people are living
simply, no matter what they possess
Then many of our clientele are in
mourning.

“The South American trade has been
very slight, for South America has
passed through a very grave financial
crisis; and on account of the gentle
habits of the Germans who threaten
neutral ships natumlly we do not ex-
pect to be overrun with American cus-
tomers, We are getting ready for the
August exposition as usual, but we
may have only empty showrooms;
who caa tell 7"

The spirit of the new France is in
every one of Worth's gestures and
inspires his syllables, '

“It has happened frequently in this
war that the commander of a detach
ment has sald to his men, *There is a
Ferman trench over there about fifteen
vards away. We've got to get beyond
that barb wire and take it. I want
twelve volunteers, and it is probable
that no one will get back,’

“What happens?

“At least a

hundred men step
forward without a moment's hesita-
tion. They shake hands with their

comrades, Perhaps they take a photo-
graph or a letter from the pocket and
give it to some one to send to the
little woman at home, Then they wave
an ‘au voir' and go ahead. And they
don't come back., They didn't ex-
pect to,

“Well, do you think that
going to die? Never,

“After the war France will astonish
the world with her powers of re-
cuperation just as she has astonished
it by getting ready and facing an
enemy who had taken advantage of
her belief in that enemy's good faith
to make preparations of many years

“1 am most optimistic in mgard to
the outcome of the wal I am more
than optimistic in regard to the futura
prosperity that will come when peace
18 declared.”
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